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I have a number of different versions of Bibles and when I started looking for a Bible for my 7 yr old

who has a paperback NIV and has been reading from that since he was 4 yrs old, though he was

able to read the NIV, it didn't always meant he understood what he was reading. So, I wanted to get

him an inexpensive Bible that was close to the NIV's translation without deviating a lot like some

other versions, where it would make memorizing Scripture a greater challenge. Anyway, with the

Bible being under $5, I figured even if we didn't totally like it, it was not a huge waste to find out how

we would do with this Bible.A review from a children's pastor convinced me to get this Bible and I

and my kids are super happy with this it. In fact, we are reading through the whole Bible together,

my kids and I, out loud and we have read through 183 days' worth of readings.This is NOT a study

Bible. There are very few footnotes, the margins are small, so you have to write tiny, if you want to

write in it. Unlike my NIV Applications Bible that only has 1 column per page with lots of study and

footnotes and bigger margins, this CEV Extreme Faith Bible has 2 columns per page and is

basically the reading of the Bible. Each book of the Bible begins with a summary of the book. At the

back of the Bible are some maps, a read through the Bible in 1-yr schedule (we are following this at

an accelerated rate), and a few other FYI or study things, but it's not many pages.I have the NKJV,



KJV, NASB, NIV, NIrV, the Message, ECV translations and have compared them to the CEV. The

CEV more closely resembles the NIV, but is less wordy. For example, in the books of the Law, like

Numbers & Deuteronomy, it will list the names of the descendents but not repeatedly in the CEV as

it does in the NIV. When you're reading this outloud, that makes a HUGE difference, as many of

those names are hard to pronounce. There are many instances in which in the CEV it may use 15

words for the sentence where in the NIV it will use 22 words. Now, that may not be a huge

difference, but multiply that over paragraph over paragraph through 66 books of the Bible. That's a

lot of extra words.The CEV is understandable even for a 7-yr, but then, my 7-yr old is quite sharp

already doing 5th grade math. It is enjoyable to read and there are times some of the way it's

translated into more modern language makes it funny to read. I can't remember where, but it talks

about something being like a toilet (using a metaphor) and it cracked my kids and I up.One of the

things that I did notice of the CEV other than modern lanugage is some of the names of God. In the

KJV, in 1 Chronicles 14:11, it uses the word Baalperazim, but the CEV says that God is the 'The

Lord Broke Through'. The Hebrew meaning for Baalperizim is "The Lord of the Breakthrough". For

me, reading that the Lord Broke Through is much more meaningful than Baalperazim, and for a 7 yr

old or 10 yr old (my daughter), this is more descriptive. There are many other examples similar to

this through what we've read.The schedule of reading through the Bible in the back of the Bible is

awesome. It splits the reading into 3 different section for each day. One is about the first half of the

OT, 2nd half of the OT and the NT. It does not go exactly in canonical order and does periodically

do some skipping around. Psalm isn't read altogether but split up. Most of the books are read from

start to finish, a little each day. Sometimes what is read in one section is reiterated in another

section of the OT or NT. That just reinforces the point.We chose to read out of the CEV over the

other translations because it was just easily read and easier to understand.Note that this Bible is a

paperback, but the pages are sturdy as compared to my NIV applications Bible where the pages are

almost thin like rice paper. The font is small, but that's not a problem for my kids and I. This is a no

frills Bible, but for the under $5 price, it's easily well worth more.

This purchase was for my church. We give these out to new Christians because it is very easy to

understand. Reasonably priced too!

We use these in our teen dept. Easy to read, great translation, not a paraphrase. Great topic finder

and study helps, basic but work well. We have already suggested to others and given several away.



Very good bible. Easy to follow and understand. Great for any teen and up.

Replacement of Bible given away. Can't do w/out it! Such clear Words of God!

Nice introduction and the title and the book cover make reading the Bible fun and exciting, which it

should be.

great bible for my son and easy for him to understand and read.

What a excellent book it breaks the Bible down I have now bought three to share
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